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AUSTRIA’S ELEVENTH HOUR 


HE bloody conflict between Socialists and 

Fascists in Austria, which took a toll of be- 
tween one and two thousand lives and ended in 
the crushing defeat of the most active Socialist 
party in Europe, has left Austria torn by internal 
strife and menaced on all sides by foreign inter- 
vention. The municipal apartment houses, pride 
of Socialist Vienna, have been shelled by airplanes 
and artillery while still occupied by women and 
children; the Socialist leaders are either in exile, 
like Otto Bauer and Julius Deutsch, or impris- 
oned, like Karl Seitz, veteran Mayor of Vienna; 
thousands of Socialists have been ousted from elec- 
tive offices and replaced by loyal Heimwehr sup- 
porters; and the funds of all Socialist organiza- 
tions, confiscated by the government, will be used 
to defray the expenses of civil war. These meas- 
ures have not only embittered the workers, many 
of whom defended themselves with desperate 
heroism, but have alienated the sympathies which 
Chancellor Dollfuss had won throughout the world 
by his avowed determination to resist National 
Socialism in Austria. 

Nor has the defeat of the Socialists strengthened 
Dollfuss’ position in dealing with the Nazi men- 
ace. The Christian Socialists—the Chancellor’s 
own party—who had attempted last-minute coop- 
eration with their old enemies, the Socialists, de- 
manded restoration of constitutional government 
on February 15. Dollfuss, however, has appar- 
ently decided to cast his lot irrevocably with the 
Fascist Heimwehr, which advocates dictatorship. 
The Heimwehr leader, Prince von Starhemberg, 
attacked the Christian Socialists on February 15 
when, in the course of a funeral oration at the 
grave of a comrade, he placed responsibility for 
the bloodshed on “‘democratic corruptionist politi- 
cians” who had betrayed the population by “their 
shameless dickerings with the Reds.” He ex- 
pressed particular bitterness against the Christian 
Socialist Governor of Upper Austria, Joseph 
Schlegel, who resigned two days later. 


Meanwhile the Austrian Nazis, who preserved 
outward neutrality in the struggle between So- 
cialists and Fascists, are making every effort to 
win the support of the workers, to whom the ad- 
vent of National Socialism now appears the les- 
ser of two evils. That the Nazis are merely await- 
ing a propitious moment for an anti-Dollfuss 
putsch was indicated on February 19 by Theodore 
Habicht, Nazi “Inspector-General of Austria.” In 
a radio broadcast from Munich, Habicht stated 
that the Nazis offered the Dollfuss régime an 
eight-day truce ending February 28, during which 
all Nazis will be forbidden, ‘‘under pain of instant 
expulsion” from the party, to attack the Austrian 
government. Should that government, however, 
prove reluctant to “come together with the Na- 
tional Socialist movement in order to prepare for 
a happier future,” the fight will be resumed “with 
all vigor.” 

Austria is thus faced with a choice between a 
Fascist dictatorship modeled on that of Italy, 
probably headed by Prince von Starhemberg who 
may be expected to oust Dollfuss. and a Nazi dic- 
tatorship controlled by Habicht or some other 
Hitler appointee. Nor does this apparent choice 
offer the Austrian people a real alternative. The 
Fascists have already proved that they can be as 
ruthless as the Nazis in dealing with political op- 
ponents, and have exhibited a similar predilection 
for anti-Semitism. The only difference would be 
that the Fascists would take their orders from 

tome, while the Nazis would receive theirs from 
Berlin. 

This situation reveals the unvarnished fact that 
Austria, whose independence was guaranteed by 
the Versailles and Saint-Germain treaties, has nev- 
er been independent since the war, but served as 
a pawn in the game of conflicting great powers. 
Italy, which fears Nazi rule in Austria as much as 
it abhors Austrian Socialism, has welcomed the 
victory of the Heimwehr, to which it has given fi- 
nancial as well as moral support. The Italian press 


has denounced with equal vehemence Germany’s 
intention of absorbing a Nazified Austria and the 
alleged assistance extended to Austrian Socialists 
by France and Czechoslovakia. Hungary, like 
Italy, opposes both the spread of Socialism and 
the establishment of a Greater Germany on its 
borders. Czechoslovakia, whose security would 
be menaced by Austro-German union and whose 
strong Socialist party deplores the defeat of Aus- 
trian Socialism, is determined to resist both Ger- 
man and Italian intervention in Austria. France, 
under the National Union cabinet of M. Dou- 
mergue, is less concerned with the fate of Aus- 
trian Socialism than when the Radical Socialists 
were in power, but is no less opposed to any form 
of Anschluss. 

Meanwhile, although Premier MacDonald is re- 
ported to have interceded with the Dollfuss gov- 
ernment, requesting clemency for the defeated So- 
cialists, Great Britain remains unwilling to inter- 
fere on the continent or give offense to Germany. 
When Italy urged the powers which had guaran- 
teed Austria’s independence to warn Germany 
that they would not tolerate interference in Aus- 
trian affairs, the British government refused to 
countenance such a warning. On February 17 
Great Britain, France and Italy merely issued an 
innocuous communiqué, in which they declared 
that they took “a common view regarding the 
necessity of maintaining Austria’s independence 
in accordance with the relevant treaties.” 

This communiqué, which made no reference to 
Germany and contained no indication of the action 
the three powers might take against Austro-Ger- 
man union, offers Austria cold comfort. Alone of 
the great powers, Italy has an immediate interest 
in preventing Germany’s absorption of Austria. 
Mussolini has strongly urged Austria to solve its 
problems by forming a Fascist Danubian bloc with 
Hungary under Italian patronage. Should a Nazi 
victory in Austria anticipate this solution. it is 
not impossible that Fascist Italy will be found 
arrayed against Nazi Germany on Austrian soil. 


VERA MICHELES DEAN. 


The President’s Sugar Allotment Plan 


On February 19 committee hearings began on 
the House bill designed to carry out the sugar con- 
trol plan recommended by the President in a 
special message submitted to Congress on Feb- 
ruary 8. The bill would make sugar a “basic 
agricultural commodity” and thereby enable the 
Secretary of Agriculture to limit domestic cane 
and beet-sugar crops by compensating farmers 
out of the proceeds of a processing tax to be levied 
on sugar. Authority would also be conferred on 
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the Secretary to allot quotas to each of the pro- 
ducing areas supplying the American market with 
sugar. 

In his message the President acknowledged that 
free importation of sugar had been advocated on 
the ground that the consuming public annually 
pays $200,000,000 in tariff duties to protect a 
farm crop worth only $60,000,000. He preferred; 
however, to try out a quota system which would 
provide for the retention of beet and cane farm- 
ing within our continental limits, while at the 
same time preventing the further development of 
this expensive industry. 

Under the President’s plan, sugar production 
in the United States will be reduced somewhat 
from the record total in 1933-1934, but will still 
considerably exceed production from 1927 to 1931. 
The quota for beet sugar will be 1,450,000 short 
tons as compared with last fall’s crop of 1,624,000 
tons; the 260,000-ton quota for domestic cane 
sugar approximates present production. The 
quotas proposed for Hawaii, the Philippines and 
Puerto Rico—935,000, 1,037,000 and 821,000 tons 
respectively—represent some reduction from the 
amounts supplied by these areas to the American 
market during the last two years, but still per- 
petuate a large part of the gains made by them 
since 1930 at the expense of Cuban sugar. 

Although intended to contribute to the economic 
rehabilitation of Cuba, the quota proposed for 
Cuban sugar—1,944,000 short tons—is hardly 
sufficient to restore prosperity to that island’s 
basic industry. The quota does exceed the figure 
suggested in the marketing plans previously con- 
sidered, as well as the imports during each of the 
last two years, but restores to Cuba only a small 
part of the American market of which it has been 
deprived by the tariff during the last three years, 
and which during the period from 1927 to 1931 
absorbed annually 3,218,000 tons of Cuban 
sugar. To be sure, the President held out the prob- 
ability of an increase in the Cuban tariff prefer- 
ential, but since imports will at any rate be limited 
to the quota, a reduction in the duty could benefit 
Cuba only very indirectly. 

On the whole the President’s plan will but par- 
tially remedy the maladjustments that have de- 
veloped as a result of the Smoot-Hawley tariff of 
1930. It may, however, be the only plan which 
Congress can be prevailed upon to adopt in the 
face of a powerful domestic sugar lobby. 


JOHN C. DEWILDE. 
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